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SALVATION   FOR  THE   DEAD. 

Bv  Dr.  John  Widtsoe. 


Dr.  John  A.  "Widtsoe,  Apostle  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  and  at 
present  presiding  over  the  European  Missions 
of  which  the  South  African  Mission  is  a  part. 


He  died  unconverted  and  unbaptised ! 
What  will  he  his  eternal  destiny?  The 
answers  throughout  the  Christian  cen- 
turies, from  Origen  to  Farrar,  have  been 
theological  battle-cries,  and  have  ranged 
from  a  sickly  promise  of  salvation  for  all, 
irrespective  of  deeds,  to  an  icy  threat  of 
eternal  damnation  for  unbaptised  infants. 
The  thick  pall  of  apostasy  from  sound 
knowledge  has  obscured  the  simplest  and 
most  logical  of  Gospel  principles. 

Free  agency — the  untrammelled  will, 
the  right  to  choose  and  act  for  oneself, 
to  obey  or  disobey  law — is  a  fundamental, 
unalterable,  everlasting  quality  of  man. 
Divinity  stands  aside  for  it.  By  its 
exercise,     man     progresses    gloriously    or 


retrogrades  dishonourably.  Before  the 
earth  was,  pre-existent  man  accepted, 
without  compulsion,  the  Father's  plan  of 
salvation.  On  earth,  man,  if  worthy  the 
name,  tests  and  tries,  sifts  and  refines, 
accepts  or  rejects,  the  offerings  placed 
before  him.  Throughout  eternity,  he  will 
use  this  inherent  right.  Thereby,  and 
thereby  only,  will  he  find  eternal  joy. 
Without  free  agency  there  is  no  manhood ; 
with  it,  man  becomes  of  the  likeness  of 
Clod. 

Therefore,  the  person  who  is  unrepent- 
ant on  earth  may  repent  in  the  hereafter; 
he  who  disobeys  law  on  earth  may  turn 
to  obedience  in  eternity.  That  is  the 
basic  thought  in  the  doctrine  of  salvation 
for  the  dead. 

The  plan  of  salvation,  born  of  divine 
wisdom  and  love,  is  for  the  whole  human 
family.  It  is  within  the  power  of  man 
to  live  it  in  full,  and  obedience  to  it 
yields  relatively  huge  results.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  Plan  is  to  save,  not  to  destroy  : 
to  firing  every  soul  into  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  and  to  place  everyone  on  the 
highroad  of  eternal  progression.  The 
concern  of  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who 
forever  strives  with  the  repenting  spirit 
of  man,  is  "  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortal- 
ity and  eternal  life  of  man.*'  The  Plan 
will  not  be  fully  consummated  until  all 
who  will  have  obeyed   it. 

Therefore,  our  loving  Father,  and  all 
His  righteous  servants,  will  continue 
throughout  eternity  to  labour  with  man, 
the  intelligent  free  agent,  to  establish  him 
in  obedient  harmony  with  the  laws  of 
eternal  life.  Death  does  not  deprive  man 
of  divine  love.  That  is  the  second  gov- 
erning thought  of  the  doctrine  of  salvation 
for  the  dead. 

Earth  life,  with  its  divinely  instituted 
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ordinances,  is  a  part  of  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation. The  span  of  life  in  the  flesh  may 
be  short,  but  it  counts  immensely  in  man's 
eternal  journey.  Obedience  to  earthly 
requirements  is  as  essential  as  compliance 
with  spiritual  laws.  The  material  and 
spiritual,  the  earthly  and  heavenly,  are 
necessary,  interwoven  parts  of  the  struc- 
ture of  eternal  life.  One  cannot  by  death 
escape  obedience  to  the  indispensable 
earth  requirements  for  eternal  progress. 
The  laws  of  the  Plan  are  everywhere  and 
forever  about  us. 

Therefore,  the  ordinances  distinctly  of 
earth,  such  as  water  baptism,  representing 
eternal  spiritual  realities,  must  be  re- 
ceived by  every  soul  desirous  of  eternal 
advancement.  Those  who  have  died  with- 
out complying  with  the  ordinances  of 
earth  must  receive  them  through  living 
proxies ;  and  they  become  valid  and 
operative  when  accepted  by  those  in  the 
spirit  world.  80  runs  the  third  thought 
in  the  doctrine  of  salvation  for  the  dead. 

These  three  principles  form  the  ground- 
work of  hope  for  those  who  have  left 
earth  without  fulfilling  the  law:  The 
spirit  of  man  retains,  everlastingly,  the 
power  of  repentance;  the  door  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  always  open  to 
the  repentant  spirit ;  and  the  holy  ordin- 
ances left  undone  on  earth  may  be 
performed  for  the  dead  by  living  proxies. 

This  places  a  tremendous  responsibility 
upon  living  humanity.  Since  perfect  joy 
will  come  only  when  every  possible  soul 
has  accepted  the  Gospel  Plan,  and,  since 
the  power  to  obey  the  Plan  is  never- 
ending,  the  required  ordinance  work  must 
be  done  for  all  who  have  died  in  unbelief. 
This  duty  is  placed  upon  the  Church  by 
divine  mandate. 

Therefore,  the  Church  eagerly  collects 
information  concerning  the  dead,  builds 
temples,  and  labours  by  day  and  night  in 
co-operation  with  the  work  of  conversion 
going  on  in  the  spirit  world.  And,  glad- 
ness fills  the  hearts  of  those  who  engage 
in  this  sacred  and  soul-satisfying  labour. 

The  living  may  in  this  maimer  enable 
the  dead  to  gain  every  blessing  intended 
for  the   faithful.      But,   every   soul    must 


pay  the  debt  incurred  by  his  acts.  Those 
who  on  this  earth  hear  and  accept  the 
truth  will  advance  beyond  those  who  re- 
fuse to  do  so  here  and  then  borrow  time 
of  eternity  in  which  to  decide.  And, 
perhaps,  there  is  no  keener  regret  than 
that  which  comes  from  the  feeling  that 
by  sinful  acts  less  than  was  possible  has 
been  achieved.  On  the  other  hand,  those 
who  did  not  hear  the  Gospel  in  the  flesh, 
but  would  have  accepted  it,  and  who 
accept  it  in  the  spirit  world,  will  suffer 
neither  loss  nor  retardation. 

The  scales  of  divine  justice  are  mar- 
vellously well  balanced. — W. 


REDEMPTION    FOR   THE    DEAD. 

Elder  Erastus  Snow. 


Born  November  9,  181 S,  died  May  27, 
1888;  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  from  February  12,  1849,  to 
his  death  in  1888. 


Our  minds  are  beginning  to  compre- 
hend the  object  and  purpose  of  the 
temples  of  our  God.  We  realise  that  they 
are  places  where  the  Lord  bestows  the 
keys  of  life  and  salvation  pertaining  to 
the  everlasting  Priesthood,  and  opens  the 
door  of  redemption  and  salvation  unto 
our  dead.     .     . 

Having  these  keys  committed  to  us,  we 
proceed  to  establish  Zion;  to  build  up 
her  stakes ;  to  build  her  temples ;  to  gather 
together  those  who  purify  themselves 
before  the  Lord,  and  qualify  and  fit  them- 
selves to  become  saviours  upon  Mount 
Zion,  by  entering  into  holy  places  and 
officiating  for  themselves  and  their  dead, 
thus  laying  the  foundation  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  dead  in  being  baptised 
for  them,  in  being  blessed  and  endowed 
for  them,  in  receiving  the  keys  and  the 
key-words  for  them — that  in  the  day  when 
the  elders  who  have  passed  behind  the 
veil  shall  preach  to  those  beyond  the 
Gospel  of  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  lo 
and  behold !  thev  will  receive  it  and  will 
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be  put  in  possession  of  those  keys,  en- 
dowments and  blessings,  whereby  they 
may  be  freed  from  their  prison  houses, 
and  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  stand 
upon  their  feet  an  exceeding  great  army, 
and  be  restored  to  the  blessings  which  God 
promised  to  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, 
and  their  seed  after  them. 

Now,  this  is  the  work  before  us,  and 
I  want  to  ask  my  brethren,  and  elders 
of  Israel,  how  long  shall  we  be  in  accom- 
plishing this  work?  It  is  sufficient  for 
ns  to  know  that  the  time  has  come  for 
the  work  to  be  done — that  the  Lord  has 
turned  the  key  and  opened  the  door;  that 
it  is  an  effectual  door  which  no  man  can 
shut — the  door  of  life  and  salvation. 
Hence  it  is  our  duty  to  step  forward  and 
magnify  the  calling  whereunto  God  has 
called  us. 

The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  out- 
side world  is  a  small  part  of  the  work. 
It  is  but  the  ABC  of  the  lesson  to  be 
learned  and  the  work  to  be  accomplished. 
How  long  shall  we  be  in  accomplishing 
this  work?  As  long  as  there  is  one  soul 
of  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam 
that  have  been  born  on  this  earth,  that 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving 
and  obeying  the  Gospel;  as  long  as  there 
is  one  soul  that  is  in  a  condition  to  be 
saved  and  that  can  be  reached  by  this 
plan  of  salvation — so  long  will  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  be  engaged  in  this  work.  .  .  . 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  lived  long 
enough  to  endow  his  brethren  with  full 
authority  to  carry  on  the  work  that  he 
had  begun  on  the  earth.  He  took  his 
departure  behind  the  veil.  He  entered 
upon  another  short  mission. 
Where?  Why,  unto  his  brethren  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  and  as  many  of  the  Gen- 
tiles as  will  receive  his  testimony,  behind 
the  veil.  The  mission  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  between  His  death 
and  resurrection,  was  a  similar  mission, 
but  a  very  short  one.  It  lasted  only  three 
days.  While  His  Body  lay  in  the  tomb, 
His  Spirit  visited  the  spirits  in  prison, 
turned  the  key  and  opened  door  of  their 
prison  house,  and  offered  unto  them  the 


Gospel  of  salvation.  How  many  of  them 
were  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  it 
at  that  time?  Comparatively  few.  But 
He  opened  the  door  and  offered  the  mess- 
age of  life  and  salvation;  and  having 
done  this,  His  fellow  labourers — the 
Seventies,  Elders  and  others  whom  He 
ordained  to  the  ministry — as  fast  as  thay 
finished  their  ministry  in  the  flesh — con- 
tinued their  work  among  the  spirits  in 
prison.  So  is  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
officiating  and  ministering  to  those  spirits 
and  so  are  all  his  brethren  who  have  gone 
in  his  wake — who  have  followed,  as  it 
were,  in  his  track.     .     .     . 

All  these  and  many  more  are  labouring 
in  the  spirit  world  preparing  the  spirits 
thereof  to  receive  the  benefits  and  bless- 
ings which  are  now  about  to  be  offered 
to  them  in  the  temples  of  God.  In  other 
words,  "  a  ticket  of  leave "  is  about  to 
be  sent  to  them  to  the  effect  that  their 
friends  on  the  earth  have  officiated  in 
their  behalf,  have  complied  with  the 
ordinances  which  are  appointed  for  their 
redemption,  which  will  enable  them  to 
advance  into  a  higher  sphere,  to  walk 
upon  a  higher  plane,  to  enter  a  higher 
class  where  they  can  be  further  instructed 
and  prepared  for  a  glorious  resurrection. 
And  as  fast  as  this  work  is  accomplished 
— and  it  is  nigh  at  hand,  it  is  even  now 
at  our  doors — there  will  be  another  step 
made  in  advance;  there  will  be  another 
mission  undertaken.     .     .     . 

The  Lord  Jesus,  who  was  the  First- 
fruits  of  the  dead,  the  Firstfruits  of  them 
that  sleep,  and  who  holds  the  keys  of 
the  resurrection,  will  bring  to  pass  the 
resurrection  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  and 
his  brethren,  and  will  set  them  to  work 
in  bringing  about  the  resurrection  of  their 
brethren  as  He  has  set  them  to  work  in 
all  the  other  branches  of  the  labour  from 
the  beginning.  And  the  Lord  Jesus  will 
appear  unto  His  servants  in  His  temples, 
in  holy  places,  to  counsel,  to  instruct  and 
to  direct.  He  will  appear  in  the  glory 
of  His  Father,  in  His  own  resurrected 
body,  among  those  who  can  endure  His 
presence  and  glory.  And  all  this  I  expect 
long    before    He    will    waste    away    and 
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destroy  the  wicked  from  off  the  face  of 
the  earth.     .     .     . 

There  is  a  day  appointed  for  the  resur- 
rection of  the  righteous.  And  it  is  sealed 
upon  the  heads  of  many  that  if  they 
are  faithful  and  true,  they  shall  conic 
forth  "  in  the  morning  of  the  first  re- 
surrection " ;  but  the  morning  lasts  from 
the  first  hour  of  the  day  until  mid-day, 
and  the  day  lasts  till  night ;  and  the  rest 
of  the  dead— those  who  are  not  prepared 
or  counted  worthy  to  have  part  in  the 
first  resurrection— shall  not  live  again 
until  the  thousand  years  are  ended.  In 
other  words,  the  first  resurrection  will 
have  been  ended,  and  another  period  ap- 
pointed for  the  resurrection  of  the  rest 
of  the  dead. 

This  "morning  of  the  first  resurrec- 
tion" is  nigh  at  hand,  and  blessed  are 
those  who,  through  their  faithfulness, 
shall  be  counted  worthy  to  have  part  in 
it;  for  they  shall  be  crowned  kings  and 
Priests  with  God  and  the  Lamb— they 
shall  reign  with  Christ  and  in  the  midst 
of  His  people,  and  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  redemption  and  resurrection  of  the 
Saints  of  God.  While  in  some  parts  of 
the  world  the  Elders  of  Israel  are  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  unto  the  heathen  nations 
who  have  not  been  ripened  for  destruc- 
tion, but  whose  kings  and  mighty  men 
have  perished,  and  whose  governments 
have  been  broken  in  pieces  and  wasted 
away,  and  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  has  been  extended  over  them; 
while  this  is  going  on  in  some  portions 
of  the  world,  in  other  places,  even  in 
Zion  and  in  her  stakes,  and  in  Jerusalem, 
the  children  of  God  will  be  engaged  in 
the  redemption  of  their  dead  in  the 
temples  of  our  God,  and  in  the  resurrec- 
tion of  those  that  are  counted  worthy 
of  so  great  a  salvation. 

Then  we  need  not  put  off  the  day  of 
the  Lord  so  far  from  us.  Rather  let  us 
prepare  ourselves  for  it;  for  lo !  and  be- 
hold !  He  cometh  quickly,  and  blessed  are 
they  who  are  prepared  to  receive  Him ; 
for' they  shall  enter  into  His  rest  and  be 
crowned  with  glory,  and  shall  labour  with 
Him   and  with  tlie  Prophet   Joseph  and 


his  brethren  in  bringing  to  pass  this  great 
salvation  and  redemption  of  our  God. — 
From  a  discourse  delivered  in  the  Taber- 
nacle, Logan,  Utah,  U.S.A.,  on  Saturday, 
February  2,  1884. 


The  Seven  Presidents  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 


By  Dk.  James  E.  Talmage. 
(Continued.) 


LORENZO     SNOW. 


On  September  13,  1898,  eleven  days 
after  the  death  of  President  Wilford 
Woodruff,  the  First  Presidency  was  re- 
organised and  Lorenzo  Snow  was  made 
President  of  the  Church.  Shortly  before 
his  death  President  Woodruff  had  made 
it  known  that  "  it  was  not  the  will  of  the 
Lord  that  in  the  future  there  should  be 
a  lengthy  period  elapse  between  the  death 
of  the  President  and  the  reorganisation 
of  the  First  Presidency/'" 

Preacher  and  Worker. 

Lorenzo  Snow,  who  thus  became  the 
fifth  President  of  the  Church,  was  born 
at  Mantua,  0.,  April  3,  1814.  He  was, 
therefore,  84  years  of  age  when  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Presidency.  He  received 
academic  training,  at  least  of  high  school 
grade,  and  later  entered  college.  In  his 
early  twenties  he  became  deeply  interested 
in  the  school  established  at  Kirtland,  0., 
by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  soon 
was  converted  to  "  Mormonism."  His 
activities  as  a  missionary  date  from  the 
time  of  his  baptism,  and  immediately 
after  his  ordination  to  the  priesthood  he 
set  out  to  travel  and  preach.  He  was 
one  with  the  saints  in  their  enforced 
exodus  from  Missouri,  and  in  1840  went 
as  a  missionary  to  Great  Britain.  He 
returned  in  1843  in  charge  of  a  company 
of  250  converts.  Elder  Snow  had  part 
in  the  migration  of  the  saints  from  Illinois 
to  the  Koekv  Mountains,  and  reached  Salt 
Lake  Vallev  in  the  fall  of  1848.    Earlv  in 
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the  following  year  he  was  ordained  to  the 
apostleship.  At  the  October  Conference 
of  that  year  he  was  called  to  take  a  mission 
to  Italy,  in  which  land  he  found  some 
of  his  first  converts  among  the  Waldenses. 
He  was  successful,  in  having  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  other  Church  publications 
translated  into  Italian,  and  sent  mission- 
aries to  labour  in  India  and  on  the  island 
of  Malta.  Immediately  after  his  return 
to  Utah,  in  1852,  he  was  elected  to  the 
territorial  legislature  and  served  in  suc- 
cession three  terms  in  the  lower  house 
and  twenty-three  in  the  upper  house  of 
that  body,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
being  President  of  the  Council.  He  was 
identified  with  the  development  of  Brig- 
ham  City  from  the  time  of  its  beginning 
as  a  small  village. 

Elder  Snow  filled  missions  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  and  in  Palestine.  The 
purpose  of  his  visit  to  the  latter  country 
Mas  set  forth  by  President  Brigham  Young 
as  being  to  "  dedicate  and  consecrate  the 
Holy  Land  to  the  Lord,  that  it  may  be 
blessed  with  fruitfulness  preparatory  to 
the  return  of  the  Jews  in  fulfilment  of 
prophecy." 

In  the  course  of  the  "  anti-polygamy  " 
crusade  Lorenzo  Snow  was  convicted  on 
the  prevailing  charge  and  sent  to  the 
penitentiary — sentenced  under  the  infam- 
ous segregation  dictum,  by  which  it  was 
held  that  the  offence  of  having  entered 
into  plural  marriage  could  be  construed 
as  a  multiplicity  of  offences,  each  covering 
a  short  specified  period.  He  spent  eleven 
months  as  a  prisoner,  but  was  promptly 
released  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  over-ruled  and  denounced 
the  segregation  practice  in  the  courts. 

It  had  been  Elder  Snow's  privilege  to 
officiate  in  the  dedication  of  the  Manti 
Temple,  under  the  direction  of  Wilford 
Woodruff,  who  was  President  of  the 
Twelve;  and  on  the  opening  of  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple  President  Snow,  then  senior 
and  therefore  President  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve,  was  placed  in  charge. 

An  Inspired  Financier. 
At  the  death  of  President  Woodruff  the 
Church    was    in    great    financial    straits. 


The  escheatment  of  its  property  by  the 
national  government  under  the  antipoly- 
gamy  laws,  had  greatly  reduced  its 
material  resources  and  virtually  destroyed 
its  credit  among  business  institutions. 
There  had  been  a  great  falling  off  in  the 
tithes  of  the  people,  many  of  whom  re- 
frained from  paying  tithing  under  the 
belief  that  it  would  go  into  the  hands  of 
the  court's  receiver  and  not  be  adminis- 
tered by  Church  officials. 

Early  in  his  administration  President 
Snow  entered  upon  a  vigorous,  and  what 
proved  to  be  a  highly  successful,  campaign 
to  awaken  the  people  to  the  necessity  of 
more  strictly  obeying  the  law  of  the  tithe. 
Much  of  the  escheated  propertv  had  been 
returned  to  the  Church  following  the 
admission  of  Utah  as  a  State  of  the  Union. 
In  his  capacity  as  Trustee-in-Trust  of  the 
Church,  President  Snow  directed  two  bond 
issues  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  a  million 
dollars,  and  practically  all  of  the  bonds 
were  eagerly  bought  by  the  people  of  the 
Church.  Thus  the  exorbitant  rates  of 
interest  under  which  the  institution  had 
suffered  were  reduced,  and  the  Church 
was   restored  to  a   sound  financial   basis. 

President   Lorenzo   Snow  died   in   Salt 
Lake  City,  October  10,  1901. 
(To  be  continued.) 


UNITED     STATES     SENATORS 
PRAISE     MORMONS. 


Senator  Feed  Smoot,  Member  U.S.  Senate 
for  28  years,  a  Mormon  Apostle, 
brings  matters  to  Government's 
attention. 


From  the  records  of  the  United  State- 
Senate,  November  11,  1910: — 

Senator  Smoot,  of  Utah,  speaks: 

"  For  more  than  sixteen  years  as  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  I 
have  paid  no  attention  whatever  to  false 
and  malicious  newspaper  reports  and 
statements  against  the  so-called  Mormon 
Church.  The  only  excuse  that  I  have 
to  offer  for  doing  so  at  this  time  is  that 
I  have  received  a  request  from  members 
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of  a  number  of  the  principal  clubs  of  the 
State  of  Utah  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  country  to  certain 
false  statements  recently  published  in 
different  newspapers  throughout  the 
United  States.     .     .     ." 

(Here  the  Senator  read  the  New  York 
Herald  article.) 

"  I  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when 
the  newspapers  of  the  country  would 
cease  publishing  such  rot.  How  easy  it 
is  for  any  newspaper  to  send  a  represen- 
tative to  the  Bureau  of  Immigration  and 
find  out  just  the  number  of  immigrants 
entering  the  United  States  going  to  the 
State  of  Utah  for  any  year  in  the  past, 
and  also  to  find  out  the  professions  and 
occupations  of  the  immigrants,  and  the 
different  classifications  of  each  as  pro- 
vided by  the  department.  If  the  news- 
paper doing  so  wants  to  publish  the  truth, 
it  would  never  publish  such  statements 
as  I  have  just  read. 

"  I  went  to  the  Department  of  Immi- 
gration upon  my  attention  being  called 
to  the  newspaper  article  and  asked  for  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  immigrants 
for  Utah  for  the  years  of  1917,  1918, 
and  1919.  The  statistics  taken  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioner- 
General  of  Immigration  shows  some  in- 
teresting facts. 

"  The  total  number  of  immigrants  with 
no  occupation  (including  women  and 
children)  going  to  Utah,  was  smaller  on 
a  percentage  basis  than  the  same  class 
going  to  Colorado.  It  also  shows  the 
percentage  of  English  immigrants  and  the 
total  which  went  to  both  States,  the  per- 
centage being  about  the  same. 

"The  Church  has  nothing  to  conceal. 
I  want  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  know  that  as  far  as  polygamy  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  dead ;  and  scandal-mongers 
in  the  future  must  find  some  other  hobby 
to  ride.     .     .     . 

"  The  Mormvvn  Church  has  been  foully 
misrepresented  from  many  sources  in  the 
past.  I  confidently  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  the  Mormon  people  will  be 
known  as  they  are,  and  not  as  misrepre- 
sented." 


Senator  Ashurst,  of  Arizona: 

"  As  pioneers  in  a  new  country  the 
Mormons  are  unrivalled.  They  are  sober, 
industrious,  frugal,  honest.  They  are 
pre-eminently  State  builders;  and  to-day, 
if  called  upon  to  name  a  people  who  could 
expeditiously  transform  a  desert  of  swirl- 
ing, heated  sands  into  splendid  fields  and 
farms,  I  would  unhesitatingly  choose  the 
Mormon  people. 

"  Moreover,  I  never  saw  a  Mormon 
I.  W.  W.,  but  I  have  at  some  county  court 
houses  in  my  State  heard  lazy,  indolent 
men,  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Mormon 
faith,  curse  the  Government,  while 
Mormon  men  were  passing  peaceably  in 
and  out  of  the  court  house  paying  their 
taxes  without  complaining." 

At  this  juncture,  Senator  Ashurst  was 
interrupted  by  Senator  Owen,  who  asked 
if  it  is  not  true  that  the  Mormon  tenets 
teach  industry  and  thrift.  Senator 
Ashurst  answered  that  such  is  the  case, 
and  that,  moreover,  respect  for  authority 
and  absolute  obedience  to  the  law  are 
tenets  of  the  Mormon  Church. 

"  We  need  more  of  such  people  in  these 
perilous  times,"  he  said,  continuing. 
"  Senator  Smoot  has  done  well  in  scotch- 
ing this  falsehood  which  has  been  given 
such  wide  circulation.  I  believe  that  at 
last  the  American  people  are  to  fully 
understand  the  Mormon  people.  Their 
temples,  their  schools,  their  homes,  indus- 
try and  frugality,  their  morality  and  their 
patriotism  all  testify  in  more  eloquent 
terms  than  the  Senator  or  I  could 
speak.     .     .     ." 

Senator  Thomas,  of  Colorado,  speaks: 

Senator  Thomas,  of  Colorado,  followed, 
and  said: 

"  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  and  never 
have  been  a  communicant  of  any  church, 
and  if  I  live  to  be  as  old  again  as  I  am 
now,  I  will  not  be.  In  my  youth  I  was 
greatly  impressed  with  a  remark  of  Gib- 
bon that  '  All  religions  are  to  the  vulgar 
equally  true,  to  the  philosopher  equally 
false,  and  to  the  statesman  equally  use- 
ful/ I  have  never  been  able  to  reconcile 
the  tenets  and  doctrines  of  any  religion 
with  the  spirit  of  persecution  developed 
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among  them.  I  believe  in  religious 
toleration  without  any  condition  whatever ! 
Up  to  this  time  I  have  never  found  occa- 
sion to  publicly  defend  the  Mormon  peo- 
ple, because  it  has  not  seemed  necessary; 
but  I  cannot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass 
without  paying  tribute  to  their  morality 
and  usefulness,  not  only  to  their  own 
communities,  but  as  an  example  to  the 
whole  nation. 

"  To-day  they  are  one  of  the  pillars  of 
the  social,  economic  and  political  systems 
in  this  country.  Their  removal  would 
seriously  menace  the  entire  structure. 
Their  faith  I  am  not  concerned  with,  but 
their  character  and  their  achievements  are 
a  credit  to  them,  and  an  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  country/' 

Senator  Henderson,  of  Nevada,  approves: 

Senator  Henderson,  of  Nevada,  then 
arose,  and  said : 

"  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  express  my 
approval  and  join  in  all  that  has  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  Colorado  in 
respect  to  the  people  of  the  Mormon  faith. 
We  have  a  number  of  them  in  Eastern 
Nevada.  I  have  visited  a  number  of  their 
settlements,  and  there  are  no  better 
citizens  in  America  than  I  found  there. 
In  one  community,  established  over  forty 
years  ago,  there  has  never  been  a  jail. 
Where  the  Mormons  go,  law  and  order 
prevail,  and  thrift  and  economy  are  prac- 
tised. Their  record  throughout  the  war 
is  without  blemish.  They  were  among 
the  first  in  everything.  Their  patriotism 
has  been  of  the  highest  order,  and  without 
question." 


EDITORIAL. 


397    Million   Bibles    Not   Enough. 


Now,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that 
through  the  redemption  which  is  brought 
to  pass  the  resurrection  from  the  dead. 
And  the  spirit  and  the  body  are  the  soul 
of  man.  And  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead  is  the  redemption  of  the 
soul.  And  the  redemption  of  the  soul 
is  through  him  that  quickeneth  all  things, 
in  whose  bosom  it  is  decreed  that  the  poor 
and  the  meek  of  the  earth  shall  inherit 
it.     (D.  &  C.  88:14-17.) 


During  120  years  of  its  history,  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have 
succeeded  in  placing  in  the  hands  of 
readers  over  397  million  copies,  thus 
making  the  Bible  the  most  widely  known 
and  most  widely  read  book  in  the  world, 
according  to  the  "  Natal  Advertiser  "  of 
July  7.  The  Scriptures  have  already  been 
published  in  018  different  languages  and 
the  Society  is  busy  to  accomplish  its  one 
aim,  to  bring  the  Bible  within  the  reach 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
world  printed  in  the  "  mother  tongue " 
of  each  one. 

It  is  a  wonderful  aim  of  this  praise- 
worthy Society.     The  Lord  bless  them. 

"  But  thus  saith  the  Lord  God :  0  fools, 
they  shall  have  a  Bible;  and  it  shall  pro- 
ceed forth  from  the  Jews,  mine  ancient 
covenant  people.  And  what  thank  they 
the  Jews  for  the  Bible  which  they  receive 
from  them?  And  because  my  words  shall 
hiss  forth — many  of  the  Gentiles  shall 
say :  A  Bible !  A  Bible !  We  have  got 
a  Bible,  and  there  cannot  be  any  more 
Bible.  Thou  fool,  that  shall  say :  A  Bible, 
we  have  got  a  Bible,  and  we  need  no 
more  Bible.  Have  ye  obtained  a  Bible 
save  it  were  by  the  Jews  ?  " 

"  Wherefore,  because  that  ye  have  a 
Bible  ye  need  not  suppose  that  it  contains 
all  my  words;  neither  need  ye  suppose 
that  I  have  not  caused  more  to  be 
written." 

"  Know  ye  not  that  there  are  more 
nations  than  one?  Know  ye  not  that  I, 
the  Lord  your  God,  have  created  all  men, 
and  that  I  remember  those  who  are  upon 
the  isles  of  the  sea;  and  that  I  rule  in 
the  heavens  above  and  in  the  earth 
beneath ;  and  I  bring  forth  my  word  unto 
the  children  of  men,  yea,  even  upon  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth?" 

"  Wherefore  murmur  ye,  because  that 
ye  shall  receive  more  of  my  word?  Know 
ye  not  that  the  testimony  of  two  nations 
is  a  witness  unto  you  that  I  am  God,  that 
I  remember  one  nation  like  unto  another? 
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Wherefore,  I  speak  the  same  words  unto 
one  nation  like  unto  another.  And  when 
the  two  nations  shall  run  together  the 
testimony  of  the  two  nations  shall  run 
together  also."  .  ,  .  ie  And  I  do  this 
that  I  may  prove  unto  many  that  I  am 
the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever; 
and  that  I  speak  forth  my  words  accord- 
ing to  mine  own  pleasure.  And  because 
that  I  have  spoken  one  word  ye  need  not 
suppose  that  I  cannot  speak  another;  for 
my  word  is  not  yet  finished;  neither  shall 
it  be  until  the  end  of  man,  neither  from 
that  time  henceforth  and  forever."  .  .  . 
"'  For  I  command  all  men,  both  in  the 
east  and  in  the  west,  and  in  the  north 
and  in  the  south,  and  in  the  islands  of 
the  sea,  that  they  shall  write  the  words 
which  I  speak  unto  them."  .  .  .  "For 
behold,  I  shall  speak  unto  the  Jews  and 
they  shall  write  it;  and  I  shall  speak 
unto  the  Nephites  and  they  shall  write 
it ;  and  I  shall  also  speak  unto  the  other 
tribes  of  the  house  of  Israel,  which  I  have 
led  away,  and  they  shall  write  it;  and 
I  shall  also  speak  unto  all  nations  of  the 
earth  and  they  shall  write  it." 

"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the 
Jews  shall  have  the  words  of  the  Neph- 
ites,  and  the  Nephites  shall  have  the 
words  of  the  Jews;  and  the  Nephites  and 
the  Jews  shall  have  the  words  of  the  lost 
tribes  of  Israel;  and  the  lost  tribes  of 
Israel  shall  have  the  words  of  the  Neph- 
ites and  the  Jews." 

From  the  foregoing  passages  from  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  29th  chapter,  of  2nd 
Nephi,  it  would  appear  that  there  are 
many  words  of  the  Lord  other  than  the 
Bible  alone  which  are  to  be  taken  to  the 
approximately  eighteen  hundred  millions 
of  earth's  inhabitants  who  are  known  in 
present  geographic  boundaries.  And 
the  countless  thousands  of  the  ten  lost 
tribes  of  Israel  which  are  sure  to  come 
from  a  seeming  unknown  land  described 
in  the  Scriptures  as  the  "  north  country.'' 

It  is  fitting  to  here  observe  that  for 
the  past  100  years,  60,000  missionaries 
of  the  Mormon  Church  have  diligently 
worked  almost  side  by  side  with  the 
British    and    Foreign     Bible    Society,    in 


taking  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  not 
only  the  Bible,  which  contains  only  a 
portion  of  the  Lord's  words  to  mankind, 
but  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  is  a 
translation  of  records  kept  by  the  peoples 
who  inhabited  the  American  Continents 
from  B.C.  GOO  to  A.D.  421.  Together 
with  those  volumes  of  Scripture  have  gono 
forth  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants :  Con- 
taining revelations  from  the  Lord  given 
to  Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet,  relating  to 
the  organisation  and  conduct  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  also  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
comprising  the  Book  of  Moses  and  the 
Book  of  Abraham,  as  revealed  to  or  trans- 
lated by  Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet;  also 
Joseph  Smith's  own  account  of  the  visi- 
tation of  the  Father  and  Son  and  attend- 
ant instances. 

It  will  not  be  shocking  to  the  Mormon 
people  when  the  Ten  Lost  Tribes  bring 
forth  their  volumes  of  Scripture  contain- 
ing the  words  of  the  Lord  to  them  during 
the  ages  of  their  dispersion,  since  the 
death  of  Solomon.  They  will  be  happy 
to  welcome  more  of  the  words  of  the 
Lord  to  mankind.  This  will  happen, 
because  they  believe  all  that  God  has 
revealed,  all  that  He  does  now  reveal,  and 
believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  every  one  of  the 
great  army  of  missionaries  of  the  Mormon 
Church  have  heard  the  Gentiles  say :  "  A 
Bible!  A  Bible !  We  have  got  a 'Bible, 
and  there  cannot  be  any  more  Bible,"  as 
they  have  gone  from  door  to  door  un- 
selfishly carrying  the  Gospel  message  to 
all  the  world. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  know  that  the 
Book  of  Mormon  is  being  widely  read 
and  accepted  by  men  of  learning  as  true 
history  and  many  are  becoming  to  believe 
in  latter-day  revelation;  however,  there 
are  many  blinded  eyes  which  dailv  bring- 
up  thoughts  of  the  dark  ages  to  the  mis- 
sionaries.— D. 


The  best   kind  of  acquaintance  is  the 
acquaintance  with  each  other's  hearts. 
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STARTLING  STATISTICS. 


The  average  death-rate  throughout  the 
Mormon  Church  from  infancy  to  old  age 
is  7.5  per  1,000,  whereas  the  average  for 
the  registered  area  of  the  United  States 
exceeds  11.4,  or  52  per  cent.  more. 

When  analysis  is  made  of  the  various 
causes  of  death  still  more  interesting  in- 
formation develops.  In  the  case  of  deaths 
from  cancer  of  all  kinds,  the  Church 
record  for  1927  was  46.5  per  100,000,  as 
compared  with  95.6  for  the  average  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  it  has  been 
determined  that  the  use  of  tea,  coffee, 
tobacco,  alcohol,  and  other  such  stimulants 
and  narcotics  is  causative  of  cancer 
development. 

Again,  in  the  matter  of  deaths  from 
nervous  diseases,  the  Church  rate  was  51.7 
as  compared  with  116.0  for  the  United 
States  average.  In  this  instance,  also,  it 
is  recognised  that  the  use  of  certain  stimu- 
lants injuriously  affects  the  whole  body. 

Infant  Mortality  Low,  Birth-rate 
High. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  throughout 
the  Church  is  40.3  deaths  under  one  year 
per  1,000  live  births,  whereas  the  United 
States  average  is  65,  or  61  per  cent, 
higher. 

Comparative  evidences  of  health  and 
morality  on  the  part  of  parents  are  in- 
dicated by  the  still  birth-rate.  No  records 
have  been  kept  by  the  Church  of  this 
nature,  but  Utah  and  Idaho,  where  most 
of  the  Church  members  live,  show  the 
lowest  records  in  the  United  States — 2.4 
per  100  live  births  as  against  3.9  for  the 
United  States  average,  which  is  62  per 
cent,  higher.  Further,  in  the  matter  of 
illegitimate  births,  Utah  and  Idaho  are 
again  the  lowest,  each  showing  8.7  per 
1.000  births  as  compared  with  28.0  for 
the  United  States  average.  This  latter  is 
over  three  times  as  great. 

Marriage  and  Divorce. 

The  record  of  Church  marriages  is  14 

per  1,000  as  compared  with  10.6  for  the 

United   States  average,   or   32   per  cent. 

higher.      In    spite    of    the    worldy    trend 


towards  divorce,  the  divorce  rate  of 
Church  members  is  55  per  100,000,  as 
compared  with  136  for  the  United  States 
average,  or  40  per  cent,  of  the  latter. 
The  divorces  following  temple  marriages 
are  only  about  one-third  of  the  total 
Church  divorce. — Extracts  from  article 
"  After  One  Hundred  Years,"  by  Presid- 
ing Bishopric  of  the  Church. 


CENTURY    OF    LIGHT"    GAVE 
TO     HUMANITY     MOST 
INVENTIONS. 


Science:  Mechanics  See  Greater  Advance 
than  in  any  Preceding  Period  now  on 
Record. 


The  past  century,  starting  in  1830,  the 
time  of  the  beginning  of  "  Mormonism," 
has  been  an  epoch,  a  corner  on  human 
history. 

When  one  thinks  of  invention  and  the 
triumphs  of  science,  it  is  of  steamships 
and  great  machines,  rapid  transit,  elec- 
tricity, wireless  and  the  airplane.  Great 
discoveries  have  been  brought  out  and 
great  advances  have  been  made  during  this 
supreme  century,  in  material  achievement, 
which  should  be  a  harvest  for  the  coming 
generations. 

Man  has  traversed  the  world  from  pole 
to  pole,  learned  to  fly  around  the  world 
and  talk  around  it  in  a  flash.  These 
are  but  mere  suggestions  of  the  great 
results  that  have  been  obtained  in  indus- 
try, business,  finance,  medicine,  biological 
knowledge,  all  for  the  benefit  of  humanity. 

Prior  to  1830  one  had  few  of  the  re- 
finements, comforts  and  conveniences  of 
to-day.  It  can  safely  be  said  that  the  100 
years  preceding  1930  has  been  the  greatest 
in  human  history. 

Commercial  Engines. 

While  the  turbine  steam  engine  was 
described  1900  centuries  before  it  came 
to  reality,  it  was  in  the  19th  century  that 
it  really  became  commercial.  The  prim- 
ary properties  of  fractional  electricity 
were  on  record  at  the  time  of  Aristotle, 
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centuries  ago,  but  the  fruit  of  this  know- 
ledge took  years  to  ripen.    , 

However,  the  major  industrial  achieve- 
ments that  have  been  brought  out  during 
the  past  100  years  are  electricity,  gasoline 
power,  telegraph,  the  radio  and  the  air- 
plane. It  could  fittingly  be  termed  an 
era  of  machine  development  which  has 
introduced  new  standards  of  living  and 
new  comforts  and  untold  accomplishment 
to  the  human  race. 

A  century  ago  four  kinds  of  power  were 
known  and  utilised,  namely,  man-power, 
steam-power,  water-power  and  wind- 
power.  While  all  these  were  noble  con- 
tributors to  the  progress  of  the  civilised 
race,  it  was  not  until  the  advent  of 
electricity  that  great  strides  in  this  field 
were  accomplished. 

Edison's  Rise. 

It  was  in  the  "  eighties  "  that  the  elec- 
tric industry  really  was  born  in  the 
inventions  of  Thomas  A.  Edison,  the 
genius  who  entered  the  scene  in  the 
"  seventies."  Edison  developed  the  elec- 
tric light  and  from  there  the  light  and 
electric  machines  grew  up  as  twins.  To- 
day electric  light  and  power  represents  one 
of  the  world's  greatest  industries,  and 
volumes  could  be  written  about  the  rami- 
fications of  this  great  industry. 

Prior  to  1845,  the  method  of  communi- 
cation was  dependent  upon  slow-moving 
trains,  mail  carriers  and  various  other 
means  less  speedy.  In  1846  telegraph 
was  successfully  introduced  and  distances 
were  cut  to  virtually  nothing.  From  this 
has  grown  the  telephone,  and  in  more 
recent  years  the  wireless,  radio,  and  now 
television.  A  person  can  both  hear  and 
see  across  the  Continent  at  the  same  time. 

In  order  to  more  clearly  visualise 
communication,  it  is  estimated  that  with- 
in five  minutes  a  person  anywhere  in  the 
United  States  can  talk  via  any  one  of 
the  19,000,000  telephones  wherever 
located,  and  if  he  has  occasion  to  he  can 
have  access  to  over  seven  million  foreign 
phones.  Millions  of  persons  can  hear  the 
same  voice  simultaneously  over  the  radio 
and   a   message   can   be   sent   around   the 


world  in  a  few  minutes.  Telephoto, 
sending  pictures  by  wire  and  radio,  has 
also  been  accomplished. 

One  hundred  years  ago  the  best  method 
of  transportation  was  by  steamship. 
While  the  first  steam  train  was  run  in 
England  in  1825,  at  the  time  of  the 
beginning  of  "  Mormonism,"  there  was 
some  consideration  by  those  thinking  of 
constructing  a  railroad  as  to  whether  they 
should  use  the  steam  engine  or  have  it 
drawn  by  horses.  Considering  this,  it 
is  easy  to  visualise  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  rail  transportation. 

Autos  Come  In. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  number  of  auto- 
mobiles that  traversed  the  roads  was 
limited  to  a  few  experimental  machines. 
To-day  it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
20,000,000  gasoline  powered  automobiles 
on  American  roads,  one  for  every  five 
persons  in  the  country.  The  annual  pro- 
duction is  around  4,000,000  and  there  are 
3,000,000  miles  of  roads,  of  which  800,000 
miles  are  improved  highways. 

The  most  recent  mode  of  transportation 
is  the  airplane,  a  product  of  the  twentieth 
century.  The  first  plane  was  flown  bv 
the  Wright  Brothers  in  1903  at  Kitty 
Hawk.  This  was  a  crude  contraption, 
but  nevertheless  was  the  beginning  of  one 
of  the  most  scientific  discoveries. 

At  the  present  time  we  can  shoot 
through  the  air  at  speeds  ranging  from 
40  miles  an  hour  to  better  than  300  miles 
an  hour  in  airships  that  carry  from  1  to 
100  passengers  and  dirigibles  that  carry 
even  more. 

Back-tacking  again  for  one  hundred 
years  we  find  that  the  building  industry 
has  been  revolutionised.  Down  to  1830, 
the  use  of  iron  in  building  operations  was 
indeed  limited;  it  consisted  largely  of 
nails,  bolts,  screws  and  other  minor  things. 

Even  as  late  as  60  years  ago  steel  was 
rather  uncommon  in  buildings,  but  try 
and  visualise  our  sky-scrapers  of  to-dav, 
which  are  now  being  put  up  as  high  as 
85  stories  without  the  use  of  steel.  Steel 
has  replaced  wood  as  the  "bones"  of 
modern  construction  and  made  possible 
great  achievement. 
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Farms  Changed. 

In  tha,  past  100  years  the  agricultural 
and  farm  life  has  changed  from  one  of 
poor  schools,  inadequate  churches,  and 
cramped  vision  to  one  of  a  wide  range  of 
opportunity.  Agricultural  equipment  has 
been  improved  and  the  homes  and  their 
equipment  turned  from  the  crude  into  the 
desirable. 

Since  1830  the  standards  of  living 
generally  have  risen  amazingly.  Science 
and  humanity  have  advanced  hand  in 
hand  and  it  is  not  at  all  the  same  world 
that  it  was  a  century  back,  and  those  who 
lived  in  the  1830  period  could  hardly 
recognise  the  world  as  it  is  to-day. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  stated  that 
no  writer  or  group  of  writers  could  do 
full  justice  in  a  brief  article  on  the  pro- 
gress of  the  past  century.  The  period 
is  too  rich  with  material  and  it  is  only 
the  intention  of  this  article  to  give  but 
a  glimpse  of  some  of  the  major  develop- 
ments in  the  country  during  the  100  years 
since  the  beginning  of  "  Mormonism." — 
"Deseret  News,"  April  5,  1930, 


MORMON    APOSTLE'S    PRAYER 


Brands  Country  Christian. 


On  April  1,  1917,  the  U.S.  Senate  was 
debating  the  question  of  war  with  Ger- 
many, and  many  speeches  were  made. 
Senator  Reed  Smoot  had  prepared  a 
speech,  but  after  arising  to  deliver  it  felt 
a  change  come  upon  him,  and  instead  he 
said :  "  Mr.  President,  I  arise  to  make 
this  simple  but  earnest  appeal:— 

"  God  bless  and  approve  the  action  to 
be  taken  by  the  Senate  this  day.  Oh, 
Father,  preserve  our  Government,  and 
hasten  the  day  when  liberty  will  be  en- 
joyed by  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth." 

A  few  days  later  Senator  James  H. 
Lewis,  of  Illinois,  in  a  speech  said :  "  Sir, 
we  beheld  *  *  *  the  certificate  to 
the  world  that  this  was  a  Christian  coun- 
try, when  the  eminent  Senator  from  Utah 
brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close  by 
bowing    his    head    in    submission    to    the 


great  Captain  of  us  all,  and  breathed  to 
his  colleagues  a  prayer  that  the  Father 
of  our  mercies  and  our  destinies  might 
guide  us  to  where  we  would  do  no  wrong. 
It  was  a  courageous  act.  I  likewise  join 
in  the  prayer  of  that  eminent  Senator!" 

<p  «S*  «P 

NOTE:  Apostle  Reed  Smoot  has  been 
U.S.  Senator  from  Utah  to  Washington 
D.S.  for  the  last  28  years,  and  is  now 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee, the  most  important  Committee  of 
the  U.S.  Senate. 


SPECIAL     NEWS. 


If  plans  for  a  coming  tour  of  the 
Mission  reach  fruition,  thousands  ol 
people  in  South  Africa  will  gain  an  in- 
sight into  the  beliefs,  ideals  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  Church,  who  otherwise 
might  not  have  heard  the  message. 

With  this  object  of  "telling  it  from 
the  housetops,"  an  ambitious  schedule  of 
public  discourses,  lectures  and  meetings 
are  to  be  given  in  connection  with  the 
coming  Semi-Annual  District  Conferences 
to  be  held  with  President  and  Sister 
Dalton  some  months  hence. 

It  is  planned  that  an  elders'  quartette 
of  the  best  missionary  talent  available 
will  make  the  journey  in  company  with 
the  Mission  President.  In  each  town  or 
city  possessing  a  Branch  of  the  Church, 
a  public  hall  will  be  hired.  For  a  week's 
time  meetings  will  be  held  each  night, 
to  include  musical  entertainment,  a  lan- 
tern slide  lecture  on  ancient  and  scenic 
America,  and  a  lecture  on  the  beliefs  of 
the  "  Mormons,"  with  possibilities  that 
the  Relief  Society  may  be  asked  to  co- 
operate and  sell  light  refreshments. 

President  and  Sister  Dalton  have  just 
completed  the  first  Semi-Annual  District 
Conference  of  the  year  with  many  attend- 
ing good  results.  They  are  at  present 
in  Rhodesia  considering  prospects  for 
instituting  missionary  work  there. 

From  Rhodesia,  President  and  Sister 
Dalton  anticipate  returning  to  Johannes- 
burg.    Then,  after  a   stay  of  some  time. 
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they  hope  to  begin  the  second  series  of 
Centennial  District  Conferences,  the  first 
of  which  is  planned  for  Durban  to  include 
the  full  week's  public  meetings.  Johan- 
nesburg, Kimberley,  Bloemfontein,  East 
London,  Port  Elizabeth  and  Cape  Town 
will  next  see  them  in  turn,  with  ample 
time  between,  as  President  and  Sister 
Dalton  hope  during  the  same  journey  to 
visit  saints  at  Kroonstad,  Aliwal  North, 
Pretoria,  Queenstown,  Robertson  and 
Uitenhage,  also  Shangani,  South-West 
Africa. 

This  in  keeping  with  their  desire  to 
visit  all  saints  of  the  Mission  during  the 
Centennial  Year. 

The  elders  making  the  tour  will  do 
tracting  and  follow-up  work,  the  "  big 
tour  "  as  a  whole  serving  to  add  impetus 
to  the  work  of  each  Branch. 

It  is  the  urgent  desire  of  the  Mission 
President  that  saints  and  friends  through- 
out the  Mission  co-operate  to  insure  suc- 
cessful District  Conferences,  large  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings  of  the  "  big  tour," 
and  also  lend  support  in  other  ways  which 
may  be  needed  in  spreading  the  Gospel 
on  a  larger  scale. — C.B. 


Farewell. 


Over  one  hundred  people  gathered  at 
"  Cumorah "  in  honour  of  four  saints 
leaving  for  Zion.  The  hall  was  filled  and 
still  people  appeared  at  the  door.  More 
seats  were  supplied  until  standing  room 
was  scarce.  Amid  singing,  dancing, 
music  and  games  was  carried  the 
tenor  of  fellowship  toward  all  men.  The 
spirit  of  the  Gospel  was  combined  in  in- 
tricate combination  and  all  enjoyed 
themselves.  Testimony  was  borne  as  to 
the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel.  Friends 
from  all  angles  wished  bon  voyage  and 
presents  were  given  to  remind  them  of 
the  host  of  friends  left  behind.  So  that 
k"  in  the  sundry  contemplations  of  their 
travels  "  they  might  feel  the  sudden  rush 
of  emotion  as  their  hearts  throbbed  them 
further  from  their  homeland. 

Brother  and  Sister  Stoman  and  their 


baby,  Jean  Yvonne,  together  with  Sister 
Margaret  Wilson,  left  Saturday,  July  26, 
per  the  S.S.  "  Wangoni "  en  route  for 
Ogden,  Utah. 

In  saying  farewell  the  substance  of 
their  remarks  were :  "  Sometimes  on  life's 
pathway  we  come  to  a  place  where  there 
is  more  than  one  road  to  follow;  at  the 
moment  we  are  at  the  parting  of  the 
ways. 

This  is  our  own,  our  native  land,  and 
it  is  perhaps  not  quite  so  easy  to  bid 
you  all  good-bye,  but  we  feel  that  the 
time  is  there  for  us  to  gather  to  Zion 
and  so  wish  to  bid  you  all  farewell. 

Let  us  be  sure  that  when  we  come  to 
the  parting  of  the  ways  that  decides  our 
state  of  immortality  that  we  have  a  strong 
enough  testimony  to  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith. 

Good-bye,  and  may  God  bless  all  the 
saints  in  South  Africa." 


MISSION    NEWS. 
Cape  District. 


"  Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Roads,  Mow- 
bray: Elder  Vern  D.  Greene,  District 
President. 


Visitors  to  "  Cumorah "  have  been 
many  the  past  few  months,  the  latest 
being  young  Mr.  Walter  McWilliams,  of 
Port  Elizabeth.  This  last  call  completed 
a  tour  of  the  Mission,  proving  profitable 
in  experience  and  associations  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Elders  Yern  D.  Greene  and  Eeuben  H. 
M.  Dix-Peek  motor-cycled  to  the  Strand 
to  take  part  in  a  discussion,  "  Does  God 
Exist  ? "  arranged  by  Brother  P.  L. 
Stoman,  in  the  Scout  Hall,  June  18.  A 
very  interesting  discussion  arose  with  a 
Wesleyan  Minister  on  the  actuality  of 
God,  and  it  gave  a  good  opportunity  for 
the  elders  to  explain  just  what  the  belief 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints  was  to  all  present. 
A  word  of  thanks  is  extended  to  Mrs. 
Jakins  and  her  son  Dick  for  their  kind 
hospitality  to  the  elders  whilst  staying 
at  the  Strand. 
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Lantern  slide  lectures  were  given  at 
the  homes  of  Mrs.  Blackboard,  Mrs. 
Thorpe  and  Mrs.  Holland,  all  in  the 
Woodstock  area,  where  the  elders  have 
been  tracting  and  many  of  the  new 
friends  and  investigators  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  present. 

Three  candidates  who  have  long  been 
friends,  Sister  Maud  Morton,  Sister 
Sarah  Holman,  and  Brother  Frederick 
Porter,  were  baptised,  June  15,  by  Elder 
Vern  D.  Greene  and  confirmed  by  Elders 
Reuben  H.  M.  Dix-Peek,  Clarence  E. 
Randall  and  Byron  C.  Peterson  respec- 
tively. Young  Sister  Maud  Holman  was 
also  blessed  by  Brother  George  Kehl. 

In  tracting  the  elders  are  meeting  many 
interesting  people,  amongst  whom  are 
ministers  of  religion,  and  are  receiving  a 
good  reception  in  most  cases.  A  great 
deal  of  the  prejudice  is  dying  out. 
*         *         *         * 

Transvaal   District. 


No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg: 
Elder  Bertram  C.  Cutforth,  District 
President. 


"  The  Transvaal  District  Semi-Annual 
Conference,  June  14  and  15,  was  an  over- 
whelming success,"  declares  Elder  C.  B. 
Christensen,  enthusiastic  chorister  and 
newly-assigned  district  clerk.  Commenc- 
ing with  a  meeting,  Saturday  afternoon, 
a  social  in  the  evening,  and  five  more 
record  sessions,  Sunday,  seven  gatherings 
were  held.  First  in  order  of  surprises  was 
the  announcement  that  Brother  and  Sister 
William  H.  Brummer  would  soon  take  up 
their  labours  as  full-time  missionaries. 
The  Brummers  incidentally  were  honoured 
at  a  social  held  July  3,  expressing  the 
esteem  and  pleasure  of  the  branch,  par- 
ticularly in  that  Sister  Brummer  is  the 
first  lady  missionary  called  from  South 
Africa. 

At  a  special  Priesthood  Meeting  held 
Sunday  morning,  the  following  brethren 
were  promoted  in  and  ordained  to  the 
Priesthood:  Kenneth  Peter  Engh,  Frede- 
rick John  Spear,  Deryck  Vernon  Vice, 
Charles  Robert  Hellyar,  and  Louis 
Duncan. 


Brother  John  D.  Duncan,  Sister 
Cornelia  G.  Duncan  and  little  Sister 
Kathleen  Joy  Smith,  daughter  of  Brother 
G.  E.  W.  Smith,  of  Krugersdorp,  were 
baptised  by  Elder  A.  Kay  Berry,  Sunday 
afternoon,  just  prior  to  his  departure  for 
Durban. 

The  Sunday  School  Superintendency 
was  also  reorganised  in  course  of  the 
Conference,  with  Brothers  Norman  Muir, 
David  Banfield  and  Kenneth  Engh  being 
sustained  as  the  new  officers. 

"  The  Kingdom  Glorious,"  a  Church 
historical  pageant,  was  presented,  Sunday 
afternoon,  before  an  audience  of  about  78 
persons.  The  closing  session  in  the  even- 
ing was  best  of  all.  There  were  five 
speakers;  the  talk  given  by  President 
Dalton  was  particularly  inspiring,  the 
most  spiritual  and  faith-promoting  he  has 
ever  given  in  Johannesburg. 

Auxiliary  Conference  was  held,  Tuesday 
evening,  July  17,  at  which  the  Relief 
Society  presented  a  pageant. 

President  Dalton  and  Elder  Cutforth 
made  a  flying  trip  to  Pretoria,  Monday, 
June  16. 

Never-to-be-forgotten  were  the  dejected 
expressions  on  the  faces  of  the  elders  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  June  11,  before 
Conference.  The  train  was  in,  but  no 
President  or  Sister  Dalton  to  be  seen. 
To  keep  "  Ramah "  clean  until  the 
morrow  seemed  impossible.  Their  fears 
were  soon  removed,  however.  They  had 
failed  to  realise  that  it  was  only  6.15  a.m. 
anc1  that  it  is  impossible  for  some  people 
to  get  up  that  early  hour — at  least  on 
one  of  the  Rand's  frosty  winter  mornings. 

Another  "  decided  growth  in  Zion " 
came  Friday,  July  4  (American  Inde- 
pendence Day),  when  Brother  and  Sister 
Norman  Muir  welcomed  their  fourth  baby 
girl. 

Elder  Kenneth  Yates  Stringham  is  to 
be  commended  for  his  caution.  Not 
knowing  the  meaning  of  "  Teetotaler," 
upon  being  asked  by  a  friend  if  he  was 
such,  he  replied  "  No ! "  .  .  .  Not 
long  since  he  gave  a  stirring  discourse 
and  quoted  at  length  from  the  book  of 
"  Palms." 

On  the  occasion  of  a  recent  motor  cvcle 
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trip  to  Koster  by  District  President  B. 
C.  Cutforth  and  '.Elder  Christensen,  they 
enjoyed  a  two-day  visit  with  Brother  and 
Sister  Hibhert  and  family,  who  treated 
them  royally.  The  Hibberts  are  doing 
an  excellent  missionary  work  and  have 
sold  several  Books  of  Mormon. 

3ft  *ft  «J» 

Port  Elizabeth. 


No.  23,  Chapel  Street,  Port  Elizabeth:   Elder 
George  C.   Maw,   District   President. 


A  baptismal  service  was  held,  Sunday 
morning,  July  6,  at  North  End  Beach, 
when  Cornelius  Andrew  Smith,  eight- 
year-old  son  of  Brother  C.  A.  Smith,  of 
Uitenhage,  and  Daphne  De  Jager,  same 
age,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  De 
Jager,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  were  baptised 
by  District  President  George  E.  Maw  and 
confirmed  the  same  day  by  Elder  Thomas 
Y.  Wilson  and  President  Maw  respec- 
tively. 

Brother  and  Sister  Petrus  L.  Stoman 
and  daughter,  Jean,  of  Strand,  C.P., 
arrived  in  Port  Elizabeth,  July  6,  for  a 
week's  visit  with  relatives  and  friends,' 
preparatory  to  leaving  for  America. 
Sister  Stoman,  previous  to  her  marriage, 
was  Sister  « Tillie "  Quick,  of  Port 
Elizabeth. 

A  dancing  party  was  sponsored  by  the 
Gleaner  Girls,  recently,  in  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Sister  Russell.  Refreshments  of 
very  appetising  character,  prepared  the 
night  before  by  the  Gleaner  girls  them- 
selves, under  direction  of  their  class 
leader,    Sister   Russell,   were   served. 

The  Relief  Society,  has  purchased  a 
sewing  machine,  making  it  possible  for 
the  sewing  nights  to  be  held  in  the  hall 
in  the  future.  The  sisters  are  working- 
hard  on  their  articles  for  the  "  bazaar  " 
to  be  held  next  October. 

Saints,  friends  and  investigators  of 
Uitenhage  were  visited  by  the  elders,  June 
25,  while  each  of  the  elders  has  spent 
a  week  alternately  in  East  London  pre- 
siding; over  the  branch  there. 


Due  to  the  co-operation  of  the  local 
brethren,  conditions  in  the  East  London 
District  are  favourable  and  meetings  are 
well  up  to  standard  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  only  one  elder  at  a  time  has  been 
stationed  there. 

Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wilson  spent  two 
profitable  days  visiting  friends  and  in- 
vestigators in  King  William's  Town  dur- 
ing the  month.  Mr.  Durant,  an  investi- 
gator of  that  town,  died  recently  as  a 
result  of  a  motor  accident. 

On  July  2  Brother  and  Sister  C.  H. 
Jubber  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Venter 
and  Elder  L.  Winslow  Hurst  spent  an 
enjoyable  evening  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Eutter  and  family  on  their  farm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Venter  kindly  took  the  party 
out  by  lorrv. 

*         #         # 

Kimberley  District. 


No.  34a,  Old  De  Beers  Road,  Kimberley: 
Elder  Herman  J.  Smith,  District  Pre- 
sident. 

A  Relief  Society  was  organised  in  the 
Kimberley  Branch,  Tuesday,  June  10, 
when  the  Mission  President  and  Sister 
Geneve  J.  Dalton,  President  of  Relief 
Societies,  came  especially  for  that  purpose. 
Since  that  time  meetings  have  been  held 
regularly  each  Wednesday  evening,  that 
Mutual  having  been  discontinued.  Tem- 
porary officers  in  the  Relief  Society  are: 
Elder  Herman  J.  Smith,  President ;  Elder 
R.  J.  Evans,  Secretary;  Sewing  Com 
mittee,  Sister  Sarah  S.  Grotique,  Chair- 
man, and  Sister  A.  H.  Campbell  and  M. 
E.  Smith;  Refreshment  Committee,  Mrs. 
Green,  Chairman,  and  Sister  Tilly  C.  Lee 
and  Mrs.  James  Campbell. 

The  saints  and  elders  wish  to  thank 
President  and  Sister  Dalton  for  their 
assistance  in  this  Avork  and  also  Sister 
Florence  E.  Spear,  President  of  the 
Bloemfontein  Relief  Society,  who  has 
helped  materially  and  attended  the  meet- 
ings from  June  11  to  July  2. 

The  elders  made  a  trip  to  Modder 
River,  June  20,  where  they  visited  Sister 
Annie  Bryant.     Eoads  were  in  bad  shape. 

Making  a  farewell  visit  as  heads  of  the 
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Bloemfontein  Branch,  District  President 
Smith  and  Elder  R.  J.  Evans  turned  over 
affairs  to  Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  who  has 
been  called  to  act  as  Bloemfontein  Dis- 
trict President  the  week  of  June  30. 

While  at  his  work  on  one  of  the  engines 
of  the  De  Beers  Mines,  Brother  Ernest 
Clark  met  with  an  accident,  June  30,  and 
has  been  in  the  hospital  since,  recovering 
from  an  injured  back. 


Bloemfontein  District. 


No.     154,     Monument     Road,     Bloemfontein :     Elder 
Clarence  B.  Spear,   District  President. 


Books  and  accounts  pertaining  to  the 
Bloemfontein  District  were  formally 
handed  over  to  Elder  Clarence  B.  Spear, 
who  is  now  District  President,  by  Kim- 
berley  District  President  Herman  J. 
Smith,  June  24.  Elders  Spear,  Samuel 
Greenberg  and  Reuben  Penny  are  now 
part-time  missionaries,  the  latter  acting 
as  counsellors  in  the  Presidency.  Pre- 
sidents Smith  and  Spear  were  kept  busy 
four  days  visiting  and  making  the  ac- 
quaintance of  friends  and  investigators 
known  to  the  travelling  elders. 

Elder  Smith  returned  to  Kimberley, 
June  28,  after  thanking  members  of  the 
branch  for  their  support  and  many  kind- 
nesses. Elder  Evans  accompanied  Elders 
Spear  and  Greenberg  on  their  first  tract- 
inc;  jounds,  Saturday.  June  28. 


Natal  District. 


No.     74,     Cromwell     Road,     Durban:     Elder 
Clarence   S.    Barker,    District   President. 


Rather  a  smaller  edition  of  District 
Conference  than  in  some  of  the  larger 
and  older  districts,  but  nevertheless  of 
considerable  interest  and  benefit  was  the 
session  held  in  Durban,  June  21-22.  The 
pageant  "  April  Sixth,  Eighteen  Hundred 
and  Thirty  "  was  presented  Sunday  after- 
noon, in  Alexandra  Hall,  with  Brother 
H.    J.    Trestrail,    Sister    Trestrail,    Mrs. 


Fletcher,  and  Phyllis  and  Clifford  Trest- 
rail taking  roles,  in  addition  to  Elder 
Barker.  In  the  evening  addresses  of 
exceptional  value  and  feeling  were  given 
by  both  Mission  President  Don  Mack 
Dalton  and  Sister  Geneve  J.  Dalton,  while 
Mr.  Jack  Grant  gave  an  excellent  vocal 
solo.  A  Branch  Social,  Saturday  evening, 
June  21,  in  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Trestrail,  was  the  opening  session 
of  Conference. 

President  and  Sister  Dalton  and  family 
arrived  in  Durban,  Saturday,  June  21, 
and  stayed  for  three  weeks  enjoying  the 
balmy  climate,  the  fellowship  and  hos- 
pitality of  saints  and  friends,  and 
"  boosting  for  the  Kingdom." 

A  Relief  Society  was  organised  by  Sister 
Dalton,  Tuesday,  July  1,  at  a  gathering 
in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Trestrail.  Meetings  are  being  held  each 
AVednesday  evening  with  temporary  offi- 
cers as  follows: — Elder  Barker,  Presi- 
dent; Elder  A.  Kay  Berry,  Secretary- 
Treasurer;  Sister  G.  Sweeney,  Organist; 
Sister  L.  D.  Moore,  Chairman;  Sister 
Chisholm  and  Mrs.  Fletcher,  Refreshment 
Committee;  Sister  Trestrail,  Chairman; 
Sister  Fagan  and  Mrs.  Getaz,  Sewing 
Committee.  Class  for  both  the  brethren 
and  the  sisters  with  ample  opportunity 
for  service  is  given  in  this  work. 

The  Sunday  School  also  is  having  some 
beneficial  classes  at  (3.30  p.m.,  in  Acutt's 
Land  Sale  Room,  where  all  Sunday  meet- 
ings are  now  being  held.  Brothers  H.  J. 
Trestrail  and  Arther  Fagan  are  as  Super- 
intendents; Sister  Gwendolyn  Trestrail, 
Secretary ;  Sister  Sweeney,  Organist : 
Elder  Barker,  teacher  of  adult  class ;  and 
Elder  Berry,  teacher  for  the  younger  folk. 

Before  their  departure,  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  were  able  to  visit  many  of 
the  saints  and  friends,  and  held  cottage 
meetings  in  the  homes  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Trestrail,  Mr.  and  Sister  Moore, 
Mr.  and  Sister  Chisholm,  and  Sisters 
"Wade  and  Sweeney,  also  spending  an  en- 
joyable day  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Buckley  and  family  at  Seqela,  July  7. 
President  and  Sister  Dalton  and  heart v 
young  son,  George  Edward,  left  Saturday, 
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July  12,  on  the  S.S.  "  [Jbena"  for  Beira 
en  route  to  Rhodesia,  which  they  plan  to 
visit  with  a  view  to  opening  it  up  for 
missionary  work. 


WHERE    FRIENDS    ARE 
TREASURES. 

Some  Chinese  Proverbs. 

The  Chinese  have  an  exalted  idea  of 
real  friendship,  and  in  spite  of  their  sup- 
posed antipathy  to  foreigners,  extend  real 
friendship  to  people  of  other  races.  Some 
of  the  common  proverbs  are  as  follows : — 

A  well-known  friend  is  a  treasure. 

Friendship  must  rest  on  goodness 
rather  than  gain. 

Unless  your  friend  is  your  superior, 
you  had  better  have  none. 

When  friendship  is  real,  men  talk  with- 
out reserve. 

Mutual  confidence  is  the  prop  of 
friendship. 


Faithful  friendship  is  referred  to  in 
the  following: — 

Without  a  good  mirror,  no  lady  can 
know  her  true  appearance;  without  a  true 
friend  no  gentleman  can  know  his  own 
errors  of  conduct. 

Friends  are  at  fault  when  a  man  is 
allowed  to  wear  his  dress  awry. 

There  are,  of  course,  spurious  friend- 
ships. 

When  you  have  and  I  have  (i.e., 
money)   then  we  are  friends. 

With  wine  and  good  feeling  you  will 
have  plenty  of  friends ;  but  in  trouble  you 
will  have  none. 

To  prevent  trouble,  good  friends  settle 
their  accounts  at  once. 

The  friendship  of  those  who  may  be 
separated  by  sea  or  land  is  beautifully 
described  in  the  following:  "The  lotus 
root  may  be  broken,  but  its  silken  fibres 
remain  united/'  and  those  who  have  seen 
how  the  sticky  'filaments  refuse  to  fall 
apart  will  appreciate  the  simile. 


DICTIONARY  of  the  BOOK  OF  MORMON. 

To  really  know  the  "  Book  of  Mormon  "  and  its  characters, 
read  the  New  Improved  Edition  of  the  "  Dictionary 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon."      This  book  is  indispensable 

in  the  study  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
New  Edition  6/6  prepaid,  or  $1.50  American  money. 

Write  for  Catalogue  of  Church  Publications. 


DESERET  BOOK  COMPANY, 

44,  East  on  South  Temple  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  U.S.A. 


The  Message  is 


FREE 


We  only  charge  for  the  Paper. 


WE'LL  SEND  THE   MESSAGE  ON    O  /(*     A  Year. 

THE  PAPER  TO  YOUR  DOOR  FOR    £/U    U.S.A.  60  cents. 


You're  busy — so  let 

"Cumorah's  Southern  Cross" 

help  you  do  additional  work. 


5  000  SUBSCRIBERS    WANTED  r   f\f]f) 

)\j\J\M   during  June,  July,  August  and  September   tJjUUvr 


SPECIAL   CENTENNIAL   OFFER. 
Money  Orders,  Cheques,  Stamps  or  Paper  Money  from  anywhere  accepted. 


A.  E.  LINLEY  &  CO.,  aSSS 

Pfe1Sf^?kl           1         Mowbray,  C. P. 

Something  to  make 
a  noise  about! 

Ask  for 

McKay' s  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory  : 

Main  Road,      Mowbray. 

TO  LET. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  81  DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,          Mowbray. 
Phone  531  Woodstock. 

MOWBRAY 
FISH   SUPPLY 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 

GROCERIES  ?— Yes,— 

and  FRESH  too  f 

Remington 
Typewriter  Agency. 

Remington  Bldg.,  92-96,  St.  George's 
Street,  Box  644,    Phones   5299   and 

5300.    Tel  Add.:  "Standard." 
Sole  agents  for  Remington  Standard 
Typewriter,      Remington      Portable 
Typewriter,  Remington  Rotary  Dupl i- 
cator,  "Art  Metal"  Filing  Cabinets, 
Ediphone  Dictating  Machine,  Inter- 
national    Time     Recorlers,      Gunn 
Sectional    Furniture,   Durand  Steel 
Lockers,  Stationery  &  Office  Supplies. 

G.  White  &  Co., 

108,  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Established  1885. 

&  "ELRICO"  K 

POULTRY    GRAINS    AND    MEALS. 

Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 

(Manufacturers), 

Main  Road,          Phone  31  and  258.             Wynoerg. 

Printed  by  :  The  Strand  Printing  Works,  Watson's  Arcade,  The  Strand. 


